




corporation and serving the citation on one of the above mentioned officers of the corporation. It 
is necessary to know the individual's name that is able to accept service on behalf of the 
corporation. Example: Greenhouse Inc. serve John Smith. It is also possible for an incorporated 
entity to have an assumed name, i.e.; Greenhouse, inc. dba Greenhouse. 

COSTS: 

The filing fee for Justice Suits is $48.00. In addition, there is a fee for serving the defendant. The 
service fee in Cameron County is $75.00 per defendant. The clerk will include the service fee as 
part of the filing fee. If the service is in another county you must make your check payable to the 
Constable's office of that county. These fees must be paid at the time of filing. 

CITATION: 

Complete the petition (attached) stating the facts and circumstances of your suit. The petition 
must be signed before a notary. When you file your petition, provide the court with 2 copies; 
original for the Court, 1 copy to the defendant and I copy for you. Also please provide copies of 
all documents. The Court will then issue a citation along with a copy of your sworn petition to be 
served on the defendant notifying him that a suit has been filed against him in this Court. 

ANSWER: 

Answer is due by the end of the 14th day after the day defendant was served with papers. If the 
14th day is a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, answer is due by the end of the first day 
following the 14th day that is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday. (See Default Judgments if 
the defendant does not file an answer.) 

REPRESENTATION: 

As an individual, you must represent yourself in a Justice Court Case. Court was designed for 
individuals to be able to file suits without the assistance of an attorney, however, you may be 
represented by an attorney if you choose, but if the defendant retains an attorney, it would be 
wise for you to get an attorney also. 

PREPARING YOUR CASE FOR TRIAL: 

The plaintiff has the burden of proof to show by the weight of the evidence that the defendant is 
at fault. If you have witnesses to your suit who will not come to court voluntarily, you may order 
a subpoena in writing at least one week (not including weekends and holidays) prior to your trial 
date and pay the required fee for service, which is $60.00 per subpoena. The Court will need a 
work address or residence address in order to serve the subpoena on the witness. 

TRIAL BY JUDGE OR JURY: 














